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merely tokens of one and the same fact, When the
mediatory product is preserved in this way, it fashions a
raw product which is for construction, not for dissolution
and which becomes a common object for both thesis and
antithesis; thus it becomes a new content that governs
the whole attitude, putting an end to the division, and
forcing the energy of the opposite into a common channel
The suspension of life is, therewith, abolished, and the
individual life can compass a greater range with new
energy and new goals.
In its totality I have named the process just described
the transcendent function, and here I am not using the term
' function} in the sense of a basic function, but rather as
a complex-function compounded of other functions, neither
with 'transcendent' do I wish to designate any meta-
physical quality, but merely the fact that by this function
a transition is made possible from the one attitude to the
other, The raw material, when elaborated by the thesis
and antithesis, which in its process of formation reconciles
the opposites, is the living symbol, In the essential raw-
ness of its material, defying time and dissolution, lies its
prospective significance, and in the form which its crude
material receives through the influence of the opposites,
lies its effective power over all the psychic functions,
Indications of the foundations of the symbol-forming
process are to be found in the scanty records of the
initiation-period experienced by founders of religions, e.g*
Jesus and Satan, Buddha and Mara, Luther and the Devil,
ZwingH and his previous worldly life; also Goethe's
conception of the rejuvenation of Faust through the contract
with the Devil. Towards the end of Zarathustra we find
a striking example of the suppression of the antithesis in
the figure of the " ugliest man ".
52. Synthetic; (v. Constructive),